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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To estimate a cartridge replacing period 
by enabling a user to always know the residual amt. of ink. 
SOLUTION: A CPU 12 starts a pulser circuit 7 to input a count value 
from a counter circuit 1 1 and calculates the percentage value of the 
residual amt. of ink to the amt. of the ink at a time when a tank is filled 
up from the count value to display the calculated residual amt. 
(percentage value) of the ink through a display device 13 and judges 
whether the residual amt. of the ink becomes a predetermined 
prescribed value (percentage value) or less and displays a warning on 
the display device 13 when the residual amt. of the ink is the 
prescribed value or less. The content displayed on the display device 
1 3 is also displayed on the display screen of a computer of each user 
through a printer server 14 and an LAN cable 15. 
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